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Writing A Group Paper 
by Karen E. Young, CLAS '93 
 
Frequently, effort that arises from group work 
comes out fragmented and contradictory. 
Concentrated group effort, such as that which 
arises from the production of a group paper, 
creates a more unified presentation. The 
following outline of how to write a group paper 
is just that--an outline. In the course of many 
hours of group work, I and my groups in 
various classes have found that this is the best 
way to write a group paper. But this method 
must be flexible; every issue and every group is 
different. I hope that this outline might serve as 
a good starting point for groups who wish to 
produce group papers. 
 
First Meeting: 
_ The group identifies the main aspects of the 

issue they wish to address. 
_ The group discusses strategies for 

approaching each aspect of the issue. 
_ The group appoints one member as editor of 

the paper, with responsibilities for 
transitions, introduction and conclusion. 

_ Each other member of the group then 
chooses an aspect of the issue to address. 

 
Between the First Meeting and the Second 
Meeting: 
_ Each member of the group writes their 

segment of the paper (first draft). 
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