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Teaching Idea:  Using a Mid-Term 
Evaluation to Give Students 
Responsibility for the Course 
by Nancy Loevinger, Graduate Instructor, 
Department of English 
 
In ENWR 101, the basic composition course for 
the College, we notify our students of their mid-
term progress. At this time, I always hand out a 
list of evaluation questions for the students to 
evaluate me also. This semester I modified my 
procedure to allow the students to evaluate not 
only me, but each other as well. This new 
procedure significantly improved my students' 
classroom behavior, and I recommend it as a 
way to make the students recognize their own 
responsibility for their education. 
 Previously, I had trouble getting my students 
to function as a coherent class. They were 
reluctant to participate in class discussions, and 
they often had not read the assigned material. 
All my previous attempts to correct this 
situation had failed. Finally, when it was time 
for mid-term evaluations, I included two new 
questions for the students to answer:  
 
1) "What is the one thing you want me to do to 

improve the course?" 
2) "What is the one thing you want the other 

students to do to improve the course?"  
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